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Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  am  glad  to  contribute  whatever  I  can  to  your 
inquiry  of  the  16th.  I  do  not  have  the  data  for  any  thorough¬ 
going  reply  to  your  question,  but  I  do  have  some  very  defi¬ 
nite  impressions  bearing  on  the  question  from  my  own  twenty- 
eight  years  of  work  as  a  minister  close  to  this  campus,  with 
visits  meanwhile  to  scores  of  others. 


The  influence  of  the  church-related  colleges  on  the 
religious  attitudes  of  th^/btudents, seems  to  me  more  and  more 
j  iti  niiitniin  matter.  We  find  frequently  among  our  graduate 

students  here,  and  among  the  alumni  of  such  colleges  who  come 
to  live  in  Chicago,  a  rather  strong  reaction  against  what 
many  of  thelm some  to  feel  is  the  Rigidity  or  the  provin¬ 
ciality  oicollege®,  especially  on  jSs®  religious  side,  xhis 
frequently  goes  along  with  some  resentment  toward  the 
parental  decision  or  pressure  that  sent  them^crtl^e  college 
in  the  first  place.  This  attitude  of  react  ior^is  so  familiar 
among  the  graduates  of  church-related  colleges,  that  X  think 
it  should  be  given  a  considerable  place  in  any  fair  picture. 
Sometimes  it  is  later  outgrown,. and  sometimes  not. 


At  the  same  time, there  can  be  no  question  that 
a  considerable  proportion  of  our  most  active  church  members  in 
later  life,  and  a  much  higher  proportion  of  our  ministers 
and  missionaries,  come  from  the  church- related  colleges.  Some 
of  these  do  not  understand  the  resentmenbS/6f  their  fellows,  and 
some  of  them  work  their  way  through  them.  It  is  this  para¬ 
doxical  outcome  in  after  life  that  in  my  observation  complicates 
any  fair  appraisal  of  the  religious  influence  of  the  church 
colleges,  because  that  influence  works  both  ways. 


The  strengthening  of  the  organized  religious  activities 
in  the  state  universities ,and  larger  private  institutions  that 
once  were  church -related  and  are  now  no  longer  actively  so,  has 
in  recent  years  begun  to  produce  a  rather  diiferent  result. 
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While  there  can  be  no  question  that  hundreds  of  students 


go  through  such  universities  without  >^-ino  +  <~>uched  by  the 


religious  groups,  the  number  of  the'/graduates  who  have 
found  in  college ,companionshipVand  guidance  that 


ha$/le/d  them  to  an  active  religious  affiliation  after 
college  is,  in  rny  observation,  steadily  on  the  increase. 
Such  graduates  frequently  have  an  independence  and  maturity 
in  their  religious  lives  which  the  church  colleges  do  not 
always  produce.  I  have  been  very  much  struck  by  the  fact 
that  within  the  last  year,  I  have  found  more  interest  in 
the  ministry  among  students  and  recent  graduates  of  this 
type  in  the  larger  institutions ?than  at  any  previous  time 
in  my  experience. 


I  understand A  after  an  extensive  examination  of  the 


experience  of  other  religious  bodies  in  this  regard,  the 
Mormon  church  has  recently  decided  to  devote  their  educational 
resources  to  work  with  students  in  state  and  other  univer¬ 
sities,  rather  than  to  the  founding  of  church  colleges  of 
their  own.  In  view  of  themt  care  and  intelligence  which  the 
Mormons  have  so  often  shown  in  such  large  matters  of  policy, 
this  is  a  significant  decision.  I  understand  that  the 
policy  of  various  church  boards  of  education  looks/increas¬ 
ingly  in  the  same  direction  —  though,  of  course/  many  of  them 


are  long  since  committed  to  colleges  of  their  own. 

A 


Mrs.  Gilkey  joins  me  in  all  the  seasonTs  greetings 


to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer.  What  a  lovely  place  to  spend  Christmas 
Rockledge  must  be! 


Cordially  yours 


